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Grace Talaski, clarinets

Final DMA Recital
April 30,2026 -5 PM
Conrad Prebys Concert Hall

Canadian Tuxedo, pieces for double incomplete clarinets Grace Talaski
for mismatched pairs of Bb and A upper and lower demi-clarinets

Lattice for live Bb clarinet player and pre-recorded clarinets Grace Talaski
- Intermission -

Viscous for contrabass clarinet with loopers Grace Talaski

Canadian Tuxedo, pieces for double incomplete clarinets Grace Talaski

for A upper and lower demi-clarinets

All performances today are world premieres
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Bios/Program Notes

Canadian Tuxedo, pieces for double incomplete clarinets

The Canadian Tuxedo, aka Texas Tuxedo, a combination of blue jeans and a denim jacket, is
considered by some to be a fashion statement and by others to be a fashion faux pas. I suspect this
collection of pieces for incomplete clarinets, played in pairs, may be equally polarizing. It contains
many musical faux pas including parallel fifths, acoustical beating, and an outright rejection of
traditional clarinet tone ideals. These pieces are a continuation of my life-long obsession with playing
the clarinet in ways it was never intended to be played as well as a reflection of my cheapness in trying
to get as many sound worlds as possible with the clarinets I already have.

The two pieces I will be premiering today are the latest in this 5-part collection of compositions. |
premiered the other three at my previous recital in 2025.

Lattice for live Bb clarinet player and pre-recorded clarinets

Staggered rhythmic patterns interlock to reveal a shifting fabric of acoustic phenomena in this trio
for one live player with two invisible pre-recorded players. Traditional musical parameters are
treated as raw materials which, when merged, trigger auditory effects for the audience.

Viscous for contrabass clarinet with loopers

Simple loops of sustained low tones with non-predetermined lengths are stacked to create a dense
texture that slowly evolves over time. This piece is meant to be immersive, inviting the audience
to bathe in the rich intense timbre of the contrabass clarinet.

Grace Talaski

Grace Talaski is a clarinetist and composer from Caro, Michigan. Her creative practice focuses on
exploring the vast sonic possibilities that the clarinet has to offer, especially through experimentation
with multiphonics, partially assembled clarinets, psychoacoustic effects, and improvisation. Grace
received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Performance and Chemistry from Albion College and
her Master of Music degree in Performance from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. She is
currently pursuing a D.M.A. in Contemporary Performance at UC San Diego.
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Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-
generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright
law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall.

UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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