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Seated at the Throat (2023/24) Timothy McCormack (1984)
for solo voice

Ty Bouque, voice

deep terrane (something moves) (2024)
for trio

McCormack

Ty Bouque, voice
Will Yager, double bass

McCormack, augmented bass drum

nestbuilder (2022-23) McCormack
for solo voice

Ty Bouque, voice

Please save applause until the end of the event.
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In January 2024, vocalist Ty Bouque, bassist Will Yager, and composer 
Ti McCormack joined forces for the first time in an abandoned church in 
Baltimore for a concert that had the intensity of a seance. Naming them-
selves after writer Nan Shepherd and taking inspiration from her book The 
Living Mountain, the Nan Trio convenes for a second time at UCSD for 
a concert that mirrors walking through a forest in the dead of night: eyes 
wide open, senses heightened, and only our ears can guide us through.

“The thing to be known grows with the knowing.”

Seated at the Throat (2023-24)

A queer blood-seance pivots into a plea for withinness. Dark, hermetic, 
sensuous; so sunken it’s hallucinogenic; so blurry it’s the sharpest I’ve 
ever felt…

deep terrane (something moves) (2024)

A wordless negotiation in the dark. Every step a signal, every utterance a 
disclosure. The volatility of the trio: 

“To bend the ear to silence is to discover how seldom it is there. Always 
something moves.” 
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nestbuilder (2022-23)

The nest as a protective, hermetic, enveloping space. To build a nest for 
oneself is to care for oneself, center oneself, to curate a space for oneself. 
This piece is not the nest you are born into; it is the nest you construct for 
yourself alone, always building and rebuilding, fine-tuning, caring over. 
The nest you build for yourself. Withinness. 

Centered in noise; a space saturated with sound and noise so as to pad it, 
soften it, envelop it from within. Sound as nest. Noise as nest. Accumulat-
ing; gathering; radiating out, through, on, over time. Sonic terraforming.

“...but now and then comes an hour when the silence is all but absolute, 
and listening to it one slips out of time. Such a silence is not a mere nega-
tion of sound. It is like a new element, and if water is still sounding with a 

low far-off murmur, it is no more than the last edge of an element we are 
leaving...”
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Ty Bouque

Ty Bouque writes about opera: its slippery histories, its sensual bodies, 
and signatures of the generic in late modernity. He is the author of two 
books on experimental music, from Bloomsbury Press (2026), and Intel-
lect Press (2027). Elsewhere, Bouque sings in various solo, ensemble, and 
opera configurations around the world. He lives in Chicago.

www.tybouque.com 

Will Yager

Will Yager is a versatile bassist/improviser committed to experimental 
music, improvisation, and collaborating with living composers in the 
creation of new solo and chamber repertoire for the double bass. He is a 
founding member of LIGAMENT, a duo with soprano Anika Kildegaard; 
Wombat, an improvising trio with Justin Comer and Carlos Cotallo So-
lares; and Terns, a new duo with flutist Sasha Ishov. In the fall of 2024, he 
began teaching double bass at the University of Northern Iowa. 

www.willyager.com

Timothy McCormack

Timothy McCormack writes haptic, hermetic, and viscous music for 
acoustic instruments. When composing, they think about the physicality 
of sound production, queer aesthetics, and the erotics of form.
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Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-
generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and

copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall.
UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.




