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metaphorical games: reason hums • doubt flutters 
workshop performances of new pieces 

Wednesday, December 3rd, 2025 
7:00 pm 

Conrad Prebys Concert Hall 
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“flight of the spirit” is one star in the constellation of works called animarum. It can be 
presented in conjunction with the other works or alone. animarum is the sonic grounds 
of St. Teresa of Avila’s The Interior Castle, a 1577 account in which the human soul is 
imagined as a castle with many rooms. ‘‘flight of the spirit” is the fifth room in the sixth 
mansion; a summer- noonday-sun-drenched stone patio, golden and alive, opening into a 
garden that hums, buzzes, and flutters with pollinating insects. Here, the soul can 
separate from the body and fly away, perhaps merging into and fading out of the bees, 
butterflies, and their ecstasy, and eventually finding the way back to its corporeal home. 
For Emily Barger.  

du ‘kaws a ‘l ẽma 

based on the album Da Lama ao Caos by Chico Science 

from chaos to mud 

from mud to chaos 

nubes is a sound exploration of the atmospheric, physical, and metaphorical properties 
of clouds. Drawing from the scientific understanding of clouds as aerosols composed of 
suspended droplets, ice crystals, and particles, the piece translates these natural 
phenomena into sound — a suspension of tones, textures, and densities in constant 
transformation. 
the piece treats sound as vapor:unstable, transient, and continuously reconfiguring itself. 
The musical form emerges not through linear development but through the accumulation 

and dispersal of sonic particles. Like clouds, the piece hovers between visibility and 
disappearance, between structure and evaporation. 
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“The Unmoved Mover” from the chamber opera FIVE WAYS 
Lucrezia, a very strong and intelligent woman caught in the grip of metaphysical vertigo, 
fighting with the argument from Tomas Aquinas’s First Argument for the existence of god: 
“Whatever is in motion is moved by another.” As she traces the chain of cause and motion 
from wind to sun to the first split atom, she confronts a chilling paradox: if every action, 
even thought itself, stems from a prior cause, is her will truly free? The entity, embodied by 
the mezzo-soprano, serves as the inner voice. Intimate, ambiguous, sometimes tender, and 
sometimes cruel, anxiety and doubt. She deepens the questions. She mirrors Lucrezia’s 
fears back at her, not to offer comfort, but to doubt her certainty. Where Lucrezia seeks 
clarity, the Conscience dissolves it. The opera is a representation of the fragile relationship 
between reason and doubt. This is about metaphorical games bargaining for time, meaning 
and redemption. 

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise- 

generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright 

law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall. 

UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus. 
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