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Percussion is an Invitation
MUS 95F “one fish two fish” Fall Concert

December 2nd, 2025 - Conrad Prebys Concert Hall
Directed by Wes Fowler

DiGit #2 (2003) Mayke Nas (b. 1972)
Shi (2008) Alexandre Lunsqui (b. 1969)
Deathwish (2017) Gemma Peacocke (b. 1984)

Three Percussion Pieces Johanna Beyer (1888-1944)

Waltz for Percussion (1939)
March for 30 Percussion Instruments (1939)
Percussion Opus14 (1939)

Music for Mallet Instruments, Voices, and Organ (1973) Steve Reich (b. 1936)

Twinkling Keys (2025) Wes Fowler (b. 1996)

Performers:

Xiomara A La Torre, Miguel Alvarez, Mia Baban, Maxwell Beckman, Joanne Bove, Mel

Chen, Miranda Gen, Hannah Higa, Kyle Huang, Qinghan Jia, Duncan Lapkin, Elizabeth

Luevand, Ethan McDonnell, Gustavo Pardo, Max Pham, Derek Phan, Thatcher Rexach,
Nicholas Tamayo
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Tonight's concert explores the expanding and welcoming nature of percussion music. Percussion
is not defined by one instrument or culture, but rather by a growing dialogue, and the invitation to
join and contribute is open. The program reflects this growing
dialogue in a literal fashion: beginning with a duo using hands
on the piano and body, followed by a trio for swirling and 5
striking chopsticks on found objects, a quartet for homogenized
mallets on tuned keyboards, a collection of septets employing an :
orchestra of instruments and tools, a piece for eleven
performers utilizing electronic amplification and the human
voice, and concluding with my brief piece featuring audience

participation. As we leave the performance, this spirit of :
inclusion can be extended beyond campus into our various local communities.

Please keep the distributed key-chimes in your pocket or bag until the final piece on the
program, and thank you kindly for attending our performance.

-  Wes Fowler

“If ever there was a composer of mischief, it's Mayke Nas, the artist responsible for making the
piece of music that most resembles Bart Simpson writing lines on a chalkboard (I Delayed People’s

Flights By Walking Slowly In Narrow Hallways). Mayke Nas
makes ephemeral and uncertain music, reaching out for the

best in non-solutions. The way she talks about her music, you’'d
think you were an accomplice, there at the moment she
commits her crimes. She dares and probes, recalibrating the
listener’s self- conscious until it's working on her level, until
certain lunacies feel entirely within their rights. Her music is
majestically referential, her world is a stopgap for culture
rather than a bubble protected from it. In a time where art,
news and life all travel without context - in which the funniest
stuff we see online makes absolutely zero sense - Nas perfectly captures weirdness, and how we’ve
become so very familiar with it.” (Robin Smith / HCMF)

Mayke Nas is the department head and main subject teacher of composition at the Royal
Conservatoire The Hague, and has received many awards and recognitions: Matthijs Vermeulen
Aanmoedigingsprijs 2003, Anjer Muziekprijs 2005, Fellow Berliner Kiinstlerprogramm des DAAD
2011-2012, Kees van Baarenprijs 2015, Componist des Vaderlands 2016-2018.
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“Alexandre Lunsqui was born in Sao Paulo, Brazil. After ten years based in New York City, here
turned to Brazil as Professor of Composition and Theory at the Universidade Estadual
Paulista,UNESP. He studied at the University of Campinas (BM), University of [owa (MA), Columbia
University (DMA), and IRCAM (year-long cursus of composition and computer music). He studied
with Tristan Murail, Jose Augusto Mannis, Fred Lerdahl, and Jeremy Dale-Roberts...

He has been awarded the Virtuose Prize given by the Ministry of Culture
of Brazil and the "Funarte Premio de Musica Classica" given for his
orchestral work Linea. Reflexio. A monographic CD with his chamber music
was released in Spring 2008 - the project received the Petrobras Cultural
Award...Recently, Lunsqui has been awarded a Koussevitzky Commission
2016 (New York New Music Ensemble), a "Commande d'Etat" by the French
Ministere de la Culture (Ensemble Cairn), the ProAC award by the
Secretaria do Estado da Cultura from Sao Paulo (Ensemble Zephyrus), an
Academy of Arts and Letters Award (2020) and the Guggenheim
Foundation Fellowship (2020).” (alexandrelunsqui.com/about)

“Composer and writer Gemma Peacocke’s music blurs genres, weaving together chamber music,
art-pop, electronic soundscapes, and orchestral power into something altogether her own. Her
work often explores identity, haunting, folklore, and feminism, bringing together contemporary
classical language with electronics and experimental textures.

Peacocke’s music has been championed by Third Coast
Percussion, ~Nois, eighth blackbird, Bang on a Can, the
Cincinnati Symphony, the Rochester Philharmonic, the
Auckland  Philharmonia, the Christchurch  Symphony,
percussionists Claire Edwardes and Megan Arns, piano duo
HOCKET, PUBLIQuartet, Rubiks Collective, STROMA, and Alarm
Will Sound.

An adjunct faculty member at NYU Steinhardt, Peacocke
holds degrees from NYU Steinhardt, Victoria University of

Wellington, and the New Zealand School of Music, and received a Ph.D. in composition and
interdisciplinary humanities from Princeton University. A voting member of the Recording
Academy (GRAMMYs), she lives with her family in an old farmhouse in a tiny town in central New
Jersey. She also spends as much time as possible back home in Aotearoa.”
(https://www.gemmapeacocke.com/biography)
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“Johanna Magdalena Beyer (1888-1944) was born in Leipzig. She moved to theUnited States
sometime around 1924, at the age of 35. After studying at various schools in New York, and with
composers including Dane Rudhyar, Charles Seeger, Henry Cowell and Ruth Crawford, she began a
highly productive and interesting period of composition which lasted from around 1932 to almost
1940. She died of ALS in 1944, in New York City, at the age of 56. She had no heirs or family, and is
buried in a public cemetery north of the city. -

During her life, Beyer's music received very few performances, one
recording (an excerpt), and one publication (as part of Henry Cowell's
New Music Editions)...Even with the tremendous renaissance of
interest in the works of historical women composers in the U.S., Beyer's
work has, until now, been (in her own words) in "total eclipse.”" Beyer's
music is an astonishing and rich treasure of mid-century American
experimentalism. Several of her works from the early 1930's are
important examples of Crawford/Seeger dissonant counterpoint, but in
their own unique style. She was one of the first composers to focus on

percussion music, and her several works for percussion ensemble are

unusual (and quite beautiful) in a number of ways. Her known works
number about 50, and include several works for orchestra, concert band, a large number of

chamber works, and works for choir, solo piano, and theatre. Many of her pieces still await their
world premieres.” (Larry Polansky and John Kennedy)

“Steve Reich has been called ‘the most original musical thinker of our time’ (The New Yorker)
and ‘among the great composers of the century’ (The New York Times).

Double Sextet won the Pulitzer Prize in 2009 and Different
Trains, Music for 18 Musicians, and an album of his percussion
works have all earned GRAMMY Awards. He received the
Praemium Imperiale in Tokyo, the Polar Music Prize in
Stockholm, the Golden Lion at the Venice Biennale, the BBVA
Foundation Frontiers of Knowledge award in Madrid, the Debs
Composer’s Chair at Carnegie Hall, and the Gold Medal in Music
from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. He has been

named Commandeur de 'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in France,
and awarded honorary doctorates by the Royal College of Music in London, the Juilliard School in

New York, and the Liszt Academy in Budapest, among others.

There’s just a handful of living composers who can legitimately claim to have altered the
direction of musical history and Steve Reich is one of them,” (The Guardian)
(https://stevereich.com/biography/)
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