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UC San Diego Wind Ensemble 
June 5, 2025 – 7:30 p.m.  

Mandeville Auditorium 
 

Flash Fury (2023)   ​    ​ ​ ​              Kevin Day (b. 1996) 
 

Prelude, Siciliano and Rondo ​​         Malcolm Arnold (1921 - 2006) 
(1963/1979)​ ​ ​ ​          trans. John P. Paynter 

 
Saxophone Sonata in C-Sharp (1943) ​    Fernande Decruck (1896 - 1928) 
 

Saul Arana, alto saxophone soloist 
 
 

Intermission 
 

 
Willows Weeping (2024) ​ ​                   Danielle Fisher (b. 1986) 

arr. Tyler Austin 
 
In a Nutshell (1916/2011) ​          ​           Percy Grainger (1882 - 1961) 

trans. Donald Patterson 
 
California (2015) ​    ​ ​         David Maslanka (1943 - 2017) 
 

 

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and 
noise-generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and 
copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall. 

UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.  
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Program Notes 

The UC San Diego Wind Ensemble performs a diverse repertoire for 
woodwinds, brass, and percussion, and is comprised of undergraduate and 
graduate students, staff, and community members. The ensemble’s 
members participate in a number of musical activities within and beyond 
the Department of Music and boast a variety of academic majors across the 
arts, humanities, social sciences, and STEM fields. 

The pieces selected for this program honor the simple serendipity of the UC 
San Diego Wind Ensemble as a performing group made anew each quarter 
and sustained by the dedication of its members, each with their own 
complex and busy lives. This quarter’s concert stitches together styles 
across generations of wind band repertoire. The arc of the program begins 
with the punchy and energetic Flash Fury (2023) by Department of Music 
Lecturer Kevin Day, DMA. The brassy, rhythmic intensity of this opener yields 
to a suite of classic wind band melodies by English composer Malcolm 
Arnold. Fernande Decruck’s Saxophone Sonata in C-Sharp (1943) rounds out 
the first half of the program, featuring alto saxophone soloist and 2025 
Concerto Competition winner, Saul Arana. The elegant mid century French 
harmonies sustain virtuosic melodies in the saxophone as four movements 
trace through flashes of introspection and brilliance.  

Danielle Fisher’s piece (arranged by Tyler Austin) sets the audience adrift in 
a sea of wind and percussion textures. In a Nutshell (1916/2011) whips us 
back into a frenzied state with frantic full ensemble melodies and a full 
percussion section that drew attention and sneers during its premiere tour 
over a century ago. David Maslanka’s California (2015) closes the concert 
with a meditation on the dramatic landscape that millions of people and 
thousands of nonhuman species call home. Moments of overwhelming 
complexity transition to those of profound stillness and call us to reflect on 
the strength and beauty of music making, which Maslanka saw as an 
opportunity to dream collectively and to meet the moments of existential 
threat which seem all too common. May this concert capture a sliver of the 
collective dream space–the kaleidoscopic radiance afforded time and time 
again by rehearsing and performing with the 2025 UC San Diego Wind 
Ensemble.  
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Concerto Competition Featured Soloist 
 
This year’s spring concert showcases the 2025 Wind Ensemble Concerto 
Competition winner, selected by audition in front of a jury. The Concerto 
Competition aims to feature the best soloist on a brass, woodwind, or 
percussion instrument. The winner was judged and selected on the basis of 
their musicality, strength of interpretation, and grasp of repertoire. Not only 
does this year’s winner demonstrate his prowess as a saxophone player in a 
soloistic capacity, but also as a transcriber whose contributions make this 
version of Decruck accessible to the full wind ensemble. Their dedication to 
this ensemble, among many others, is something to be admired. 
 
Saul Arana (he/they) is a 3rd year music major with an emphasis on 
composition. They have played the saxophone since the 6th grade and has 
played in many ensembles at UCSD like Jazz Chamber Ensemble, in Muir 
Musical’s Pit Orchestra, HopSax (all saxophone ensemble), and Wind 
Ensemble! 

The Decruck Sonata for Saxophone is a long-standing favorite for Saul, and he 
is grateful for the opportunity to share his performance. This is the first time 
he has done a solo performance with an ensemble, and he thanks the UCSD 
wind ensemble and Katherine Pittman for their support in rehearsals this 
quarter.  
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UC San Diego Wind Ensemble 
Katherine Pittman, conductor 

Musicians listed alphabetically by last name 
* denotes graduating member 

FLUTE 
Lydia Chin 
Ashley George 
Meiqi Liu* 
Shawn Lu 
Piper Martin 
Jack Nataupsky* 
Genevieve Selsor 
Morgan Snell 
Hana Snyder 
Annabelle Yenter 
 
OBOE 
Jacob Butler 
Matt Kim (& eng horn) 
Zoey Wang 
 
CLARINET 
Jai Damani 
Krish Jagasia 
Ana Kasirer-Friede 
Randy Lew 
Gary Lin* 
Verlaine Mayer Williams 
Kaya Moss 
Anand Venkatesan 
 
 
 

 
BASS CLARINET 
Noah Roh 
 
BASSOON 
Helena Ellis-do-amaral 
Kylie Saal* 
 
SAXOPHONE 
Saul Arana (sop) 
Destin Dinh  
Jay Fernandez 
Dylan Greicius 
Ben Lee 
Jared Wang 
Max Lister (tenor) 
Nicolas Ramirez (tenor) 
Max Brickey (bari) 
 
TRUMPET 
Ezgi Bayraktaroglu* 
Ryan Regala 
Bryson Southwell 
Priya Srinivasan 
 
HORN 
Adrienne Destura 
Siena Hemminger 
Dhruv Kannan 

 
TROMBONE 
Claire McGuire 
Amitai Wahrhaftig 
Hanlin Zhou 
 
EUPHONIUM 
Jenna Cheng 
Spencer Ellison 
JennaRose Reyna 
 
TUBA 
Andres Grajiola 
 
PERCUSSION 
Maxwell Beckman 
Mel Conti Chen 
Tucker George* 
Kyle Huang 
Duncan Lapkin 
Alex Leong* 
Jiawei Li* 
Adeline Nguyen 
 
PIANO 
Shalini Jha 
 
HARP 
Tasha Smith-Godinez 
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