UC San Diego | School of Arts and Humanities | Music

Wednesdays@7 Presents...
WITNESS: Consequences and Testimonies

Wednesday, January 29, 2025 at 7 p.m.
Conrad Prebys Music Center

Part I - Experimental Theater

Witness: Consequences and Testimonies Mark Dresser

PERSONNEL:

Remote: Jon Rose - tenor violin (Alice Springs, Australia)
DoYeon Kim - gayageum (Brooklyn, New York)
Local:  Steph Richards - trumpet

Cory Smyth - piano
Mark Dresser - bass
Scenic design: Vlctoria Petrovich

Intermission

Part II - Concert Hall

Lies Jerome Rothenberg

(Solo from In the Shadow of a Mad King)

I Can Smell You Listening Mark Dresser

piano, trumpet, trombone, bass

Untitled Mark Dresser

for trombone and bass
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Gloaming Mark Dresser

piano, trumpet, trombone, bass

Barre's Code Mark Dresser

bass ensemble, piano, trumpet, trombone

MUSICIANS:
Anthony Davis - piano
Michael Dessen - trombone
Steph Richards - trumpet
Matthew Henson - bass
Andrew Crapitto - bass
Luke Holley - bass
Mark Dresser bass
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Program Notes

Witness: Consequences and Testimonies, is a structured telematic improvisation whose impetus was
the March 7 NY Times article about hundreds of "words" that the federal government has officially
flagged to be eliminated from public websites and other materials including school curricula.
Chilled by the idea of erasure of "words" and ultimately discourse, my collaborator Victoria
Petrovich created a scenic design for the telematic ensemble to integrate into the mix as we explore
the musical connections between the remote and local locations.

"Lies" is an excerpt from In the Shadow of a Mad King by the great late poet Jerome Rothenberg and
UC San Diego Emeritus Professor with whom I had the honor of performing and recording, (In the
Shadow of a Mad King, Tzadik 2024)

Gloaming originally composed for my septet on the 2019 recording (A4in't Nothing but a Cyber Coup
& You-Clean Feed -) It has been both a vehicle for my duo with my longtime collaborator Michael
Dessen as well as for the UC San Diego Bass Ensemble. Tonight we bring together

Barre's Code is an homage to the great late bassist and improviser Barre Phillips (1934-2024).

“I play everything based on what my ear suggests I play, with no objective editing. And my ear is fed by a
pool of accumulated musical experiences stored in my memory, mental memory and muscle memory. My
active role is to do the best I can to play on my instrument what my ear is suggesting.” Barre Phillps

Acknowledgments: Thank you Michael Dessen for your selfless commitment to manifesting this
telematic performance in addition to nearly two decades of collaboration. The UC San Diego
Department of Music and especially the UC San Diego Production staff for your support and
expertise! Trevor Henthorn for your continued technical expertise and mentoring in the telematic
journey. Special thanks to all the musicians: Jon, DoYeon, Cory, Steph, Anthony, Michael, Andrew,
Matthew, & Luke.

Witness: Consequences and Testimonies

Victoria Petrovich-Scenic, video and telematic design
Michael Dessen - Producer

Trevor Henthorn - Technical director
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