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Alex Taylor
World Premiere
Lyrics:
L. The Dream Keeper Langston Hughes
IL. Suefio Despierto José Marti
L. In Tall Grass/ Primero Suefio

Carl Sandburg/ Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz

Quartet Nouveau:
Batya MacAdam-Somer, Violin
Missy Lukin, Violin
Annabelle Terbetski, Viola
Elizabeth Brown, Cello

Dr. Kyle Adam Blair, Piano

Aunque es de Noche - A musical Exploration (2025)

Collaborative Creation by
World Premiere

Teresa Diaz de Cossio,
[lana Waniuk, David Aguila,
and Miguel Zazueta.

L. Ulises and the River Original Text by Montserrat Rodriguez Ruelas
IL. Count to 20
I1. Aura

in”set trio:

Teresa Diaz de Cossio, Flute
[lana Waniuk, Violin
David Aguila, Trumpet
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Three Dreams (2025) Composer’s notes:

[ have treasured my collaborations with Miguel over the past six years, since our first
semester together at UCSD in the jury seminar. This will be the fourth major piece I've written
for Miguel, following Poema de La Siguiriya Gitana, Dryad, and Interviews; [ am again and
again inspired by his rigor, musicality, and kindness. As always, the music of Three Dreams
was inspired by Miguel’s magnificent voice, from its most urgently heroic to its most
delicately interior.

Three Dreams attempts to weave together and interpose contrasting perspectives: from
Langston Hughes’ tender Dream Keeper to José Marti’s hallucinatory, waking surrealism, and
finally, a dream-within-a-dream, a fragment of Sor Juana’s pounding baroque monolith
emerging out of Midwestern daydreaming amongst Tall Grass. Each one separate, each one its
own imaginative space, but each intent on following the thread of its own heart melody,
wherever that should lead.

Alex Taylor
Aunque es de Noche - A musical Exploration (2025)

The first thing I want to say is that this musical offering is based and inspired on the
incredible novel “Aunque es de Noche” by Montserrat Rodriguez Ruelas. This novel talks
about the journey of the protagonist, Ulises, through the canalization of the Tijuana River, and
into the sea. Ulises is literally thrown into the river under unfair and abusive circumstances,
and must deal with threats of violence, and drug dependency, among many others, while he
hangs on to a promise he made to his mother, and a story about a little girl, Aura, and her
pifiata. My encounter with this book was deeply meaningful. It forced me to reconsider my
own thoughts and ideas surrounding the lives of the less-favored citizens in my hometown
Tijuana. It provoked in me a need to research about the extremely difficult, and unfair
situations into which many humans are dragged within this border city. The result was a
renewed view of compassion and understanding toward all these human beings. Then, my
next impulse was to create and musically explore this beautiful work. With Montserrat’s
permission, I took on the challenge to develop a musical experience based on her novel. In
order to do this I couldn’t think of a better group of people than my friends Teresa, Ilana, and
David, who together form the incredible in”set trio. I hope that this first iteration of what we
envision to be one day a full chamber opera can serve well Montserrat’s novel and the
beautiful, and compassionate message that it originally carries.
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Miguel Zazueta

Miguel (b. 1993) is a singer specialized in contemporary music and opera. Born in Tijuana,
Mexico, he has collaborated with artists like Wilfrido Terrazas, Robert Castro, Carmina
Escobar, Yuval Sharon, and Meredith Monk, as well as groups as the Kallisti Vocal Ensemble,
LA Phil New Music group, Orquesta de Baja California, Teatro en el Incendio, Meredith Monk
& Ensemble, Project Blank and San Diego Opera. Miguel obtained his bachelor's degree in
music by the Autonomous University of Baja California. He has also recently finished the
Master of Arts degree at the University of California San Diego, where he currently pursues
his DMA degree under the guidance of the Soprano Susan Narucki. One of his main projects is
"Radical Ensamble" a Baja California based vocal ensemble specialized in new music
repertoire.

Alex Taylor

Alex Taylor (b. 1988) has been commissioned and performed by prominent artists in his
native New Zealand and abroad, including Orchestra Wellington (NZ), Enso Quartet (US),
Ensemble U (EE), Ensemble Proton Bern (CH), Susan Narucki (US), Justine Cormack (NZ),
Steven Schick (US) and the Tanglewood Music Center (US). He has received a number of
awards, including the 2012 SOUNZ Contemporary Award, the 2013 CANZ Trust Fund Award,
and a 2016 New Zealand Arts Foundation New Generation Award. Past residencies include
the NZSO National Youth Orchestra Composer-in-Residence, Caselberg Trust Creative
Connections Artist-in-Residence, and Composition Fellow of the Tanglewood Music Center.
With collaborator Simon Ingram he was a co-finalist for the 2020 SOUNZ Contemporary
Award for their work for orchestra and painting machine Assemblage.

Alex recently completed his Ph.D. in Composition at the University of California San Diego
under the supervision of Lei Liang, and currently teaches Theory and Composition at Illinois
State University. Previously he studied English Literature and Music at the University of
Auckland, completing a Masters in Composition with First Class Honours under the
supervision of Eve de Castro-Robinson and John Elmsly.
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Quartet Nouveau

Batya MacAdam-Somer, violin
Missy Lukin, violin

Annabelle Terbetski, viola
Elizabeth Brown, cello

Quartet Nouveau &amp; Chamber Music Institute formed as a 501 © 3 nonprofit organization
in January 2013 with the mission of making chamber music available to the entire San Diego
community. Quartet Nouveau is a string quartet based in San Diego where all four musicians
freelance and teach within the community. Known for their fresh approach to classical music,
they hope to inspire students to play this very same music one day. The members

of Quartet Nouveau all graduated from the nation's top universities with Masters and Doctoral
degrees. These musicians also perform with the San Diego Symphony, The California Chamber
Orchestra, The Classics 4 Kids Philharmonic, La Jolla Playhouse, and the Old Globe. For more
information visit quartetnouveau.org
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in“set

in”set is a flexible chamber ensemble dedicated to creation, improvisation and
experimentation. Founded in 2018 by David Aguila (trumpet), Teresa Diaz de Cossio (flute),
and [lana Waniuk (violin), in”set is committed to commissioning and performing existing
compositions which extends our respective instrumental practices beyond the confines of
contemporary classical music. Our collaborative creative work seeks to explore the sonic and
visual possibilities of everyday objects, digital and analog visual components and hacked
electronics. As advocates for music of the present, we aim to foster artistic partnerships and
alternative modes of concert presentation. Our activities include outreach workshops and
performances geared towards sharing our passion for expanded methods of sound production.

In 2023, in”set were recipients of the University of California San Diego Arts and Community
Engagement Fellowship in partnership with MOAASER a free non-profit online music academy
that provides annual workshops and courses on contemporary music for Persian-speaking
students, in”set performed a concert of MOAASER student works as part of Neofonia, Festival
de Musica Nueva, Ensenada. in”set has performed on concert stages across the U.S., Mexico and
Iceland and were featured guest performers as part of Line Upon Line Percussion’s Winter
Composer Festival (Austin TX Jan 2024) and the California Festival (November 2023). Most
recently, in”set were visiting guest artists at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee (April,
2025) and collaborated with composer Nathan Haering and visual artist Mingyong Cheng to
present Sonoluminescence as part of UC San Diego's IDEAS festival (May, 2025).
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David Aguila is a performer, composer, and audio engineer. His multifaceted practice focuses
on the intersection of trumpet, electronics and music production; working in the fields of
commercial, contemporary, experimental, electro-acoustic, jazz, and improvised music. His
current research is focused on parametric and gestural notation, electro-acoustic performance,
sound projection practices and alternative approaches to trumpet pedagogy. Aguila has
performed in Mexico, Germany, Iceland, and throughout the United States with his trio in”set
and Duo Lingua. David is Assistant Professor in Music Technology and Commercial Music at the
University of Central Missouri. In the realm of audio production, Aguila works as a recording,
mixing and mastering engineering working with the band Snow Nerds on It's Really Rampart
and Midnight Masquerades (Orenda Records), saxophonist and composer Ted Taforo on You
Are, Belief in Reality, and Life as Reptiles, trumpeter Ethan Marks as a duo Laptop+Trumpet for
their EP Blended Metal (Cosmic Primitive Records), has done a remix for for King Britt's A Re-
Discovery (The Buddy System). He can be heard on trumpet with The Industry on Hopscotch
(The Industry Records), Lei Liang’s opera Inheritance (Albany Records) and Hearing
Landscapes Hearing Icescapes (New Focus Recordings).

Teresa Diaz de Cossio is a dynamic flutist, educator, and researcher. An active member of
in”set, she has performed with Los Tigres del Norte and been a fellow at The Banff Center,
Darmstadt Summer Institute, and the Future of Music Faculty Fellowship. She recently
completed her doctorate at the University of California San Diego, where her research focuses
on Mexican composer Alida Vazquez, exploring intersections of migration, gender, and
electronic music. Her work has been presented internationally and published in Radical Sounds
of Latin America and Musicians’ Migratory Patterns (Routledge). Teresa co-produces Neofonia,
Festival de Musica Nueva in Ensenada, a platform for artistic collaboration and community
engagement. She teaches at UC San Diego and UABC.
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Ilana WaniukK is a versatile violinist with interests ranging from improvisation to visual arts.
She is a founding member and co-artistic director of Tkarén:to (Toronto) - based ensemble
Thin Edge New Music Collective, Balancing on the Edge (multidisciplinary production company

merging contemporary music and circus arts) and in”set (flexible chamber ensemble dedicated

to improvisation, creation and experimentation. Ilana has performed on concert stages across
Canada, Italy, Argentina, Poland, Japan, Iceland, Mexico, the U.S and Germany. Ilana is the
curator/performer behind ‘Filaments’, an evolving project dedicated to
creating/commissioning interdisciplinary works for violin, made possible with generous
support from the Canada Council for the Arts, and Canadian Music Centre. She received a
doctorate in contemporary performance from the University of California, San Diego where her
research explored crossmodal perception in collaborative audiovisual practices.

Montserrat Rodriguez Ruelas (Tijuana, Baja California, 1993)

Primary school teacher and writer. Scholarship beneficiary from Sistema de Apoyos a la
Creacion y Proyectos Culturales (SACPC) and Under the Volcano program. Her novel “Aunque
es de noche” (2023) won the Amado Nervo National Award.

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-
generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and
copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall.
UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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