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Como si todo fuera canción began in collaboration with Mariana Flores, shaped by a 

shared resonance with the voice of Mexican singer Chavela Vargas (1919–2012). It was 
never just about how she sounded, but about what her voice did—how it moved us, how 

it insisted on presence, on vulnerability, on a raw, embodied intensity that refused 

containment. 

Her voice evoked a deeply affective and bodily experience, a direct channel to grief, 
longing, defiance, and ultimately, healing. Chavela’s voice became a site of sonic 

memory, carrying in its texture the weight of exile, heartbreak, and displacement. But it 

was also an act of experimentation: she stretched the limits of phrasing, resisted 
ornamental excess, and expanded what a voice, especially a ranchera female voice, 

could hold and do. Through this experimental trace, Chavela created transgenerational 
networks of belonging and opened space for imagining other futures. 

This concert grows out of that echo of experimentation. It emerges through memory and 

the affective force of timbre. In it, I search for alternative sites to reshape the 
expectations surrounding the oboe, not by resisting its limits but by stepping into the 
embodied act of sound-making. 

The four songs I composed for Como si todo fuera canción—austera pero no gris 
(austere but not gray), como si todo fuera canción (as if everything were song), lullaby 
para no dormir (lullaby to stay awake), and let the rests groove—become unfolding 

spaces for listening, mourning, healing, and reimagining. Like Chavela’s voice, they 
carry heartbreak and displacement while also reaching toward new affective intensities, 

toward sounding otherwise. 

Throughout, the four of us (Mariana, Kathryn, Juan, and I) embrace the possibility of 
intentionally intensifying sound, emotion, and vulnerability as a way of being in sound. 
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Austera pero no gris (2025) Juliana Gaona 

Lyrics 

Todo lo que no está — sostiene 

No hay promesas — hay presencia 
Esta canción es austera — pero no gris 

All that is absent — sustains 

No promises — only presence 
This song is austere — but never gray (dull) 

Juliana Gaona Como si todo fuera canción (2025) 

Lyrics 

Abro paso y hago fuego 
Busco cenizas y encuentro océano 
Tarde o temprano 
Lo que me era nudo ciego 
Se desanuda en canto 
Se desanuda en parto 
Se desamarra 
Se derrama 
Se drama 
Se ama 

I clear a path and strike a flame 
I search for ash, and find the sea 
Sooner or later 
What once was a blind knot 

loosens into song 
unravels into birth 
comes undone 

spills over 
becomes drama 
becomes love 

Juliana Gaona Lullaby para no dormir [for Dominica] (2025) 

Lyrics 

Va bailando lo simple, lo cierto, lo lento. 
Chinita del sol con ojos ciertos  
Te veo y finalmente siento verdad 

She goes dancing the simple, the certain, the 

slow. 
Little girl of the sun with truthful eyes  
I see you — and at last, truth flows.  

Juliana Gaona Let the rests groove (2025) 

Textless 
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Performers 

Mariana Flores Bucio 

Mariana Flores is a Mexican singer and actress specializing in Contemporary Music and Mexican 

Vernacular Musics, with a strong interest in opera, vocal ensemble, and chamber music.  

She has collaborated with renowned artists such as Susan Narucki, Steven Schick, Wilfrido 

Terrazas, and Carmina Escobar, and with artistic groups including Orquesta de Baja California, 

Pendulo Cero and Project [Blank]. Her musical journey has taken her to masterclasses, 

workshops and festivals across Mexico, the USA, Peru, Costa Rica, Hungary, Germany, and 

Austria, working with distinguished artists like Meredith Monk, Lourdes Ambriz, George Lewis, 

Beat Furrer among others. Mariana has performed leading roles in classical and contemporary 

operas, premiered several new works, and appeared on major stages such as Mexico City’s Zócalo 

Capitalino, broadcast nationally. She has also acted in contemporary theatre productions 

and produced her acclaimed Vernacular Music show, Morena del Alma. She recently premiered 

her main project, MEXPERIMENTAL MUSIC: Reimagining Roots, Identity and Sining, at UC San 

Diego, and promises to keep developing it. She holds a Bachelor's degree in Music 

from the Autonomous University of Baja California and an MFA in Performance from UC 

San Diego. Currently, she is co-director of the vocal ensemble Radical Ensamble in Tijuana, and 

an advanced candidate for a DMA in Performance at UC San Diego under the tutelage of Susan 

Narucki. 

Kathryn Schulmeister 

Hawaiʻi-born bassist Kathryn Schulmeister enjoys a creative musical practice ranging from 

classical to experimental. Currently based in Los Angeles, Kathryn is a member of several 

contemporary music ensembles including the ELISION Ensemble (Australia), Fonema Consort 

(Chicago/NYC), and the Echoi Ensemble (LA). She has performed as a guest artist with various 

international ensembles including Klangforum Wien, Ensemble MusikFabrik, Wild Up!, Delirium 

Musicum, Ensemble Dal Niente, and Ensemble Vertixe Sonora. Kathryn has been featured as a 

soloist at venues and festivals around the world including the Los Angeles GRAMMY Museum, 

ECLAT Festival Neue Musik Stuttgart, Museum of Making Music Carlsbad, soundSCAPE Festival 

Italy, and the Vértice Festival Mexico City. In Fall 2023, she joined the faculty at the University of 

the Pacific Conservatory of Music as Assistant Professor of Practice in String Bass.  
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Juliana Gaona 

Juliana Gaona is an oboist, chamber and orchestral musician, improviser, and educator from 
Bogotá, Colombia. She has performed at contemporary music festivals and with ensembles such 

as the Academia Cervantina in Guanajuato, Vértice Ensemble in Mexico City, and soundSCAPE 

Festival in Italy. In 2020, she performed virtually at the Festival Mujeres en la Música Nueva for the 
<In/Out> Festival organized by COINCIDENCIA, a Swiss–South American cultural exchange. In 
2023, she was selected for the Ensemble Evolution Summer program hosted by the International 

Contemporary Ensemble in New York City. 

As an active improviser, Juliana explores the sonic possibilities of the oboe and English horn by 
expanding a performative language shaped by the unexpected dynamics of improvisation. Before 

relocating to the Bay Area, she was oboe professor at the University of Texas at El Paso. 

Juan David Rubio Restrepo 

Juan David Rubio Restrepo is an artist/scholar focusing on Latin American popular musics and 

contemporary experimental practices. He is currently Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology at 

the University of California, Berkeley. 

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise- 

generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and 

copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall. 

UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus. 
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