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PROGRAM
Trio (2002) Lei Liang
Fugue of Motherhood (2024) Kuei-Ju Lin
Plus I1 for clarinet and cello (1986) Jukka Tienssu
INTERMISSION
therefore i was (2012) Ash Fure
Countdown (1959) John Coltrane
Fantasy (2025) Marc Neikrug

World Premiere

The Bridge Music Series focuses on bridging the classical and
contemporary music genres and working across disciplines to
create cultural connections.
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Chi-Yuan Chen

Taiwanese violist Chi-Yuan Chen holds the
Karen and Warren Kessler Chair as
Principal Viola of San Diego Symphony.
Top-prize winner of both the 2000 Fischoff
Chamber Music Competition and the 2004
International Paris Viola Competition Ville
d’Avray, Mr. Chen is recognized as one of
the leading violists from his generation.

A founding member of the Great Wall String Quartet, Mr. Chen gives
masterclasses frequently throughout Asian countries. With the quartet, he
has toured extensively in Asian countries and has won several recording
awards including “the Best Performance in Classical Music” in the 24th
Golden Melody Award in Taiwan and “the Best String Quartet
Recording” in the 11th HiFi Album Awards in China. A graduate of New
England Conservatory with the highest distinction in performance in both
bachelor’s and master’s degrees, Mr. Chen also holds a Doctoral of
Musical Arts degree from Stony Brook University in New York. Mr. Chen
currently resides in San Diego where he is also a studio artist faculty of the
San Diego State University.

Chi-Yuan Chen plays on a Gasparo Bertolotti da Salo viola c. 1580, which
is on a generous lifelong loan made available to him by an anonymous

Sponsor.

Felix Fan

Felix Fan is one of the most versatile and
sought-after cellists of his generation. He
has performed at Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center, Musikverein, and Royal
Festival Hall, sharing the stage with Yo-Yo
Ma, Gil Shaham, and Janos Starker. As a
soloist, he has appeared with the San Diego
and Pacific Symphonies, the Hong Kong
Philharmonic, the Macau Symphony, and
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the Munich Chamber Orchestra. In 2006, he recorded Gordon Chin’s
Double Concerto with Cho-Liang Lin, Michael Stern, and the Kansas
City Symphony (Naxos).

Fan’s passion for contemporary music has led to collaborations with
George Crumb, Tan Dun, Hans Werner Henze, Kaija Saariaho, and
Charles Wuorinen. He has performed with the Bang on a Can All-Stars
and worked with artists including Philip Glass, Terry Riley, and Sonic
Youth’s Lee Ranaldo. In 2004, he co-founded the trio Real Quiet, which
has premiered over 20 works and recorded for Endeavour and Naxos.

Fan studied with Eleanore Schoenfeld, Janos Starker, Aldo Parisot, and
Boris Pergamenschikow. A 1994 U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts, he
performs on the 1724 ‘Haussman’ Stradivarius and continues to work
across genres, including collaborations with Charlie Kaufman, Meryl
Streep, and choreographer Shen Wei.

Aiyun Huang

Aiyun Huang enjoys a musical life as a
soloist, chamber musician, researcher,
teacher and producer. Globally recognized
since winning the 2002 First Prize and
Audience Prize of the Geneva International
Music Competition. She is a champion of
. existing repertoire and a prominent voice in
the collaborative creation of new works.

The Globe and Mail critic Robert Everett-Green describes Huang’s
playing as “engrossing to hear and to watch” and her choice of repertoire
as capable of “renovating our habits of listening.” Her past highlights
include performances with the St. Lawrence String Quartet, L’Orchestre
de la Suisse Romande, Taipei Symphony Orchestra and San Diego
Symphony Orchestra. She has appeared in international festivals and
venues including the Victoria Hall in Geneva, Los Angeles Philharmonic
Orchestra’s Green Umbrella Series, LACMA Concert Series, Holland
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Festival, Agora Festival in Paris, Banff Arts Festival, 7éme Biennale d’Art
Contemporaine de Lyon, Vancouver New Music Festival, CBC Radio, La
Jolla Summerfest, Scotia Festival, Montreal New Music Festival,
Cervantino Festival in Mexico, and the National Concert Hall and Theater
in Taipei.

Born in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Aiyun holds a DMA degree from UC San
Diego. Between 2006 and 2017, she led the percussion program at McGill
University and held the position of William Dawson Scholar. She
currently holds the position of Professor of Music at the Faculty of
Music, University of Toronto where she heads the percussion area and
directs the TaPIR Lab. She is also Artistic Director of the soundSCAPE
Festival and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.

Cory Smythe

Pianist Cory Smythe has worked closely with
pioneering artists in new, improvisatory, and
classical music, including multi-
instrumentalist-composer Tyshawn Sorey,
violinist Hilary Hahn, and transdisciplinary
composers from Anthony Braxton to Zosha
Di Castri. His own “perplexingly perfect”
(The Wire) music “dissolves the lines
between composition and improvisation with

rigor” (Chicago Reader). Smythe has been featured at the Newport Jazz,
Wien Modern, and Darmstadt festivals, as well as at Lincoln Center’s
Mostly Mozart festival, where he premiered new work created in
collaboration with composer-improvisors Peter Evans and Craig Taborn.
He has received commissions from Present Music, the Banff Centre for the
Arts, the Trondheim Jazz Orchestra, the Wiener Festwochen, and the
International Contemporary Ensemble, of which he is a longtime member.
Smythe’s recent critically acclaimed albums on the Pyroclastic label have
been made with the support of The Shifting Foundation. He has received
a Grammy award for his work with Ms. Hahn and a 2022 Herb Alpert
Award in music.



UC San Diego | School of Arts and Humanities | Music

Joshua Rubin

Joshua Rubin is the founding clarinetist
and former Artistic Director of the
International Contemporary Ensemble. The
New York Times has praised him as
"incapable of playing an inexpressive note."

Joshua can be heard on recordings from the
Nonesuch, Kairos, New Focus, Mode,
Cedille, Naxos, Bridge, New Amsterdam,
and Tzadik labels. His album There Never is No Light, available on the
Tundra label, highlights music that uses technology to capture the human
engagement of the performer and the listener. In 2025, he is featured on
modern and historical clarinets as a soloist and with ensembles around the
world including ICE, Wild Up, Tesseraec Baroque, Monday Evening
Concerts, at the Ojai Music Festival, Carnegie Hall, Harvard University,
Northwestern University, UCLA, UC Irvine, UC Riverside, Oberlin
Conservatory, the Rose Theatre at Lincoln Center, 92nd Street Y, in
Berlin, Paris, Geneva, New York, San Diego, Baltimore, Washington DC
and Los Angeles.

Marc Neikrug

Fantasy for clarinet, viola, cello, and percussion, was written in 2025. It
consists of six parts which are played by various couplings and combinations
of the instruments. There is no program to the music, but it is rather an
exploration of various emotional states, which flow in a coherent stream. I
am a firm believer of music as its own expression, beyond description.

~ Marc Neikrug

Composer Marc Neikrug has enjoyed an international career spanning
over 50 years. His works have been performed by leading American
orchestras including those in New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Chicago,
Cleveland, and Atlanta, as well as the New World, St. Paul, and Los
Angeles Chamber Orchestras. Internationally, his music has been featured
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by the BBC Symphony, London Sinfonietta, Zurich Tonhalle, Frankfurt
Radio Orchestra, Budapest Festival Orchestra, Barcelona Symphony,
Osaka Symphony, and the Jerusalem Symphony, among many others.
Neikrug’s compositions have appeared at major festivals such as Ravinia,
Tanglewood, Aspen, Marlboro, Aldeburgh, Berlin, Zurich, Tokyo’s Music
Today, and the Jerusalem Festival. He has collaborated with conductors
like Zubin Mehta, Leonard Slatkin, Alan Gilbert, and Christoph
Eschenbach, and with artists including Pinchas Zukerman, Yefim
Bronfman, Susan Graham, James Galway, and Jeremy Denk. His chamber
works have been performed by renowned ensembles such as the Emerson,
Tokyo, Jerusalem, and Dover Quartets. Recordings of his works appear on
labels including Deutsche Grammophon and Koch International, and his
music is published by G. Schirmer and Chester. Neikrug’s output reflects
both his artistic range and the international acclaim his work has received
in orchestral, chamber, and festival settings.
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Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones
and noise-generating devices before the performance. As a
matter of courtesy and copyright law, no unauthorize
recording or photography is allowed in the hall. UC San
Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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