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individually expanding the possibilities of their instruments and  collectively reimagining what a 
modern reed quintet can sound like.  

As the (U.S.) West Coast's first reed quintet, Splinter has vastly broadened the genre's possibilities 
in close  collaboration with such composers as Michael Gordon, Eric Wubbels, Sky Macklay, Sam 
Pluta, Paula Matthusen,  Amadeus Regucera, Theresa Wong, Zachary James Watkins, and Ken 
Ueno. More than a hundred new compositions  have been written for the ensemble, including the 
well-known Splinter by Marc Mellits, which is now one of the most  performed works within the 
reed quintet canon. They have also championed works—often presenting the North  American 
premieres—by numerous European-based composers including Dai Fujikura, Matthew Shlomowitz, 
and  Yannis Kyriakides. Upcoming commissions will soon result in new works by Hugo Morales 
Murguía, Karola  Obermüller, and Marcos Balter. 

Splinter's third full-length album, Dark Currents, was released in August 2024 via Cantaloupe Music 
and has been  met with acclaim, including The Wire's review of the ensemble as combining 
"virtuosity with an adventurous spirit".  Notable performances have included appearances at 
Time:Spans (NYC), Music Current Festival (Dublin, Ireland),  Vancouver New Music, Frequency 
Series at Chicago's Constellation, indexical (Santa Cruz), Festival of New American  Music 
(Sacramento), and Other Mind's Nature of Sound (Berkeley), with upcoming performances at the 
Long Play  Festival (NYC) and The Lab (SF). The ensemble has been in residence at academic 
institutions across the country;  they are currently serving as the Steven Stucky Ensemble-in-
Residence at Cornell University through the 2026  season.

Splinter Reeds is a paradigm-shifting reed 
quintet, celebrated for their virtuosic 
performances and adventurous  programming. 
For more than a decade, the ensemble has been 
instrumental in shepherding new compositions 
into  the contemporary chamber music 
repertoire by some of the foremost composers of 
our time while equally  championing music by a 
new generation of artists. Founded in 2013 in 
Oakland, California, the ensemble comprises  
five musicians who are pioneers of their practice,
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Torre del Oeste by Wilfrido Terrazas

Torre del Oeste, for any number of woodwind players, is the seventh and final piece in my Torres 
Cycle, A Music Ritual for the Seven Cardinal Directions, which I composed between 2014 and 2021. 
Each piece in the cycle is written for a different ensemble of improvising musicians, in this case an 
open number of woodwind players. This piece honors the West, the direction where life ends and 
acceptance comes, following the dying sun. Torre del Oeste is dedicated to Anthony Burr, Juliana 
Gaona, and Madison Greenstone. [WT]  

Dying from Snow's Memory by Yifan Guo

Dying from the Snow's Memory is a diary in Tibet - what seems to be wrapped in the glaciers and 
snowy mountains is not the majesty that people say (imagine), but the sound of the snow gradually 
erasing your traces.

The original version is written for amplified flute and bass clarinet and dedicated to my longtime 
collaborators - flutist Xiaoyu Lin and clarinetist Vasko Dukovski. The version for amplified clarinet 
and bass clarinet is written for Splinter Reeds. Details of this version in the clarinet parts were 
worked out with Vasko Dukovski. 

Auditory Scene Analysis II by Eric Wubbels

Eric Wubbels’ Auditory Scene Analysis II is the second piece in a series inspired by Albert 
Bergman’s book, Auditory Scene Analysis. Bergman’s research examines the “perceptual 
organization of sound”, specifically the perception of sound as it is filtered, grouped, and parsed 
into patterns that accurately reconstruct the sources of its component sounds. Wubbels explores 
the concepts of fusion and blend, construction of virtual or “chimeric” sounds, perceptual 
dynamics of complex sonic scenarios, and unison and synchrony.

Auditory Scene Analysis II was written for Splinter Reeds through the generous support of the 
Barlow Endowment for Music Composition and premiered by the ensemble in 2016.
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Colours by Daniel Corral

These Colours pieces began as sketches for a dance opera still in progress. They build on ideas I've 
explored in past pieces Concerto for Having Fun with Elvis on Stage and Count In. I have 9 of these 
videos so far, each focused on a different color/song.

Each audio collage is compiled from different recordings of the same song, focusing on moments 
where the lyrics have colors in them. Green uses part of "The Green, Green Grass of Home," while 
Red uses a moment in "Lady in Red." A major challenge in finding source material for this project 
is finding popular songs that both reference colors and have many different recordings of them. 
Lots of songs reference colors, but fewer of them have dozens of recorded versions by different 
artists.

Much of my research over the last 5 years has been on microtonality. Creating the live parts for Red 
and Green was a fun reprieve from that focus.


