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MICHAELBRAILEY - Xpiritualism

Xpiritualism is a memorial of sorts to the Instagram hashtag #xpiritualism which was 

particularly active in the COVID years of the early 2020s. The piece derives meaning 

from a constellation of philosophy, ancient Iraqi astronomy, ethically ambivalent meme 

aesthetics and a particular strain of cloud rap. Throughout the performance, a transcul-

tural history of knowledge co-option is dimly illuminated. This is a knowledge that, like 

the Sun, has travelled from East to West at any cost with blinding capabilities.

Ni Zheng - the nakedness of our naked laceration 

the nakedness of our naked laceration is a physical performance, featuring three 

performers, objects, movements, and electroacoustic sounds. It delves into the array of 

sounds and noises produced by and with the body, focusing on the body's potential, its 

movements, and its capacity to endure and transform pain, while transgressing 

perceived boundaries and limitations. It aims to portray the body in its cruel, primordial 

materiality, using it as the site of violent and intense a�ects.
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MICHAELBRAILEY works between electronic music, club culture, performance and 

research. Originally from the UK, he is currently based in Hamburg (DE). His work - often 

foregrounding electronic music, text and his signature falsetto - makes visible methods 

of sense-making in the face of vast, echoic planetary scalings; the emotional ramifica-

tions of situating the self within systems not of one's own design. Recent work has 

included interspecies meditations, speculative conspiracy theories, poetic readings of 

digital meme tapestries, queer long-distance love-songs, trance-inducing ensemble 

works and generative installations. 

Ni Zheng is a composer of electroacoustic music, creating sonic rituals that conjure the 

erotic and poetics of the body and muse on the carnality and grotesque of the flesh. Her 

practice calls for a descent into untamed territory, dwelling in and listening intently to 

the swampy pool of undead, uncivilized feelings and emotions she considers her reserve, 

and exorcising raw impulses, negativity, rage, messiness as a libation and a tactic against 

all forms of domestication.
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Continue program notes/performer bios as needed.

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-
generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and

copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall.
UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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NEKO3 is a Copenhagen-based contemporary music ensemble consisting of Fei Nie, 

Lorenzo Colombo and Kalle Hakosalo. The ensemble is working towards the creation of 

a new musical language and repertoire, building a narrative and concept for each concert 

and aiming to provide unique experiences for its audiences. NEKO3 is continuously 

collaborating with composers and other creators of art, focusing on the interplay 

between images, electronics, videos, lights, and seeking to integrate music, visual art, 

installations, body performance and other forms of art into one conceptual whole.

NEKO3 would like to thank Vaughan Williams Foundation, Statens Kunstfond, Art Music 
Denmark and Solistforeningen af 1921 for supporting the project.


