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UC San Diego Wind Ensemble
December 5, 2024 – 7:30 p.m.

Mandeville Auditorium

One Life Beautiful (2010) Julie Giroux (b. 1961)

A Moorside Suite (1928/1983) Gustav Holst (1874 - 1934)
arr. Denis Wright

Intermission

October (2000) Eric Whitacre (b. 1970)

Dies Natalis (1967/1973) Howard Hanson (1896 - 1981)

Postlude in F (1892/1991) Charles Ives (1874 - 1954)
arr. Spencer Ellison

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-generating devices
before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright law, no unauthorized recording

or photography is allowed in the hall. UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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Program Notes

The UC San Diego Wind Ensemble performs a diverse repertoire of
woodwinds, brass, and percussion, and is comprised of undergraduate
and graduate students, staff, and community members. The ensemble’s
members participate in a number of musical activities within and beyond
the Department of Music and boast a variety of academic majors across
the arts, humanities, social sciences, and STEM fields.

This concert falls upon a year that honors two composers’ 150th
birthdays. Gustav Holst’s A Moorside Suite (1928) and Charles Ives’s
Postlude in F (1892) are lesser-known pieces from composers, each with a
colossal reputation–in part for their respect for the wind band as a
medium capable of inspiring musical experimentation and of performing
serious works. These arrangements by Dennis Wright in 1983 and Spencer
Ellison in 2024 demonstrate the capacity for the wind ensemble to
reinterpret and reinvigorate tunes once composed for brass band and
organ (respectively). Howard Hanson’s Dies Natalis (1967) is a rarely
performed composition for the wind ensemble that characterizes a shift in
wind ensemble compositional aesthetics toward the dramatic and timbral.
This was, at the time, a modern approach to a modern ensemble that took
advantage of opportunities afforded by such instrumentation.

Two more “contemporary” pieces on the program, One Life Beautiful
(2010) and October (2000), share a similar sound world: sweeping
melodies, lush harmonies, and repeated instances of tension-and-release
pervading the micro cadences and macrostructure in each. Whitacre’s
October brings together this collective aesthetic in a tone painting about
the crisp weather, fading sunlight, and shift in atmosphere that comes
with the autumnal month. Giroux’s One Life Beautiful paints an
impressionistic memorial for the “one life” to whom the piece is
dedicated. Moments of power and moments of delicacy in Giroux’s piece
offer a reminder of the beauty in nurturing resilience, love, and community
in our one life.
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UC San Diego Wind Ensemble
Katherine Pittman, conductor

Musicians listed alphabetically below

FLUTE
Emily Arnold Wrubel
Grayce Coletta
Piper Martin
Scarlette Mortellaro
Jack Nataupsky
Genevieve Selsor
Hana Snyder
Nina Tan
Annabelle Yenter
Jiayi Xue

OBOE
Jacob Butler
McKenna Carlson

CLARINET
Jai Damani
Nora Hagkull
Krish Jagasia
Ana Kaiser-Friede
Randy Lew
Xavier Lu
Sam Ma
Verlaine Mayer Williams
Kaya Moss
Tommy Zheng

BASS CLARINET
Miles Davis
Josephine Lukkonen

BASSOON
Will Morris

SAXOPHONE
Saul Arana
Destin Dinh
Mei Fukushima
Justin Hochberg
Drew Limberg
Cristian Resendiz
Jared Wang

TRUMPET
Ezgi Bayraktaroglu
Eui Namgung
Bryson Southwell
Priya Srinivasan

HORN
Dhruv Kannan
Emilia Walker

TROMBONE
Jenna Cheng
Siddarth Dutta
Diana Vasquez
Amitai Wahrhaftig

EUPHONIUM
Spencer Ellison
JennaRose Reyna

TUBA
Ami Gale

PERCUSSION
Aslan Cheng
Mel Conti Chen
Tucker George
Kyle Huang
Duncan Lapkin
Alex Leong
Jiawei Li
Thatcher Rexach


