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Ching-Mei Lin

Ching-Mei Lin is a Taiwanese-born composer and pianist. In her music, she incorporates innovative
and international Western techniques. Lin has composed for soloists and ensembles in North
America, Europe, Australia, and Asia, She has won numerous international awards, including first
place for both the NACUSA Young Composers Competition and the New Music on the Block, an
ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer Award, and the Sun River Prize in China. Her works have
been performed at the Aspen Music Festival, the Bowdoin International Music Festival, the Earshot
New Music Reading, the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra Young Composers Forum, the NACUSA
National Conference, the North American Saxophone Alliance Biennial Conference, the Midwest
Composers Symposium, the Asian Double Reed Association Conference, and the ISCM—Taiwan
concert series, and performed by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra, the Taiwan Philharmonic, the Taipei Symphony Orchestra, the National Taiwan
Symphony Orchestra, the YinQi Chorus and Symphony Orchestra, and the Ju Percussion Group,
among others. She has collaborated with internationally acclaimed conductors including Leonard
Slatkin and Shao-Chia Lii. Her works have been released by Apple iTunes Store, Blue Griffin
Recording, and the National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra.

Upon graduating from National Taiwan Normal University, Lin was awarded a government
scholarship to study abroad. She holds a Master of Music degree in composition from the Eastman
School of Music (Rochester, New York) and a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of
Michigan (Ann Arbor). Lin, who is also an active pianist, organist, improviser, and collaborator, 15
currently an associate professor of music theory and composition at Taipet National University of
the Arts.
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Lei Liang

Liang is the winner of the Rome Prize, the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, a Koussevitzky
Foundation Commission, a Creative Capital Award, and the Goddard Lieberson Fellowship from
the American Academy of Arts and Letters. His concerto Xiaoxiang for saxophone and orchestra
was named a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Music in 2015. His orchestral work, “*A Thousand
Mountains, A Million Streams,” won the prestigious Grawemeyer Award for Music Composition in
2021.

Lei Liang was commissioned by the New York Philharmonic, the Fromm Music Foundation, Meet
the Composer, Chamber Music America, among others. Lei Liang's fourteen portrait discs are
released on prestigious labels. He has edited and co-edited eight books and editions and published
more than fifty articles.

From 2013-2016, Lei Liang served as Composer-in-Residence at the Qualcomm Institute where his
multimedia works preserve and reimagine cultural heritage through combining scientific research
and advanced technology. In 2023, the Institute launched “Lei Lab™ where he continues to
collaborate with engineers, geologists, oceanographers, and software developers, to explore what he
calls “the unique potential for learning offered by creative listening.”

Lei Liang received degrees from the New England Conservatory of Music (B.M. and M.M.) and
Harvard University (Ph.D.). He 1s Chancellor’s Distinguished Professor of Music at the University
of California, San Diego. His catalogue of more than a hundred works 1s published exclusively by
Schott Music Corporation (New York). www.lei-liang.com

“Song Recollections™ 1s based on the folk music of Taiwanese aboriginal tribes which fascinated
Liang ever since his friends from Taiwan first introduced them to him while he was a college
student. The songs that inspired this composition are: “Praying for a Rich Mallet Harvest™ and “the
Triumphal Rite Song™ of the Bunun tribe, “Ghost Lake” of the Rukai tribe, “Drinking Song™ of the
Ami tribe, and “Lullaby™ of the Yami tribe.
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This work has been commissioned by Art of Elan for the Formosa Quartet, and has been made
possible by the Chamber Music America Classical Commissioning Program, with generous funding
provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Chamber Music America Endowment
Fund. It was co-commissioned by the Koussevitzky Foundation, Library of Congress for The Serge
Koussevitzky Music Foundation in the Library of Congress, and dedicated to the memory of Serge
and Natalie Koussevitzky.

Song Recollections was premiered by the Formosa Quartet on March 29, 2016 at the San Diego
Museum of Art, San Diego, CA. I would like to thank Professor Wen Chyouchu ({iLEX %) and
Professor Nancy Guy for providing me recordings and information on the music during my study of
the materials.

Earl Kim

Earl Kim (1920-1998) was an American composer and pedagogue of Korean descent. Born in
Dinuba, California to immigrant parents, Kim began his piano studies at the age of nine and quickly
developed an interest in composition. He attended UCLA, where he studied with Arnold
Schoenberg from 1939-1940. He briefly attended UC Berkeley in 1940, where his studies were
interrupted by World War 1, serving in the United States Army Air Forces as a captain in
intelligence. After the war, he returned to UC Berkeley to finish his BA degree in 1950 and MA
degree in 1952, going on to receive a second MA from Harvard University in 1967,

Kim 15 known mainly for his vocal and musical theater works and his expressive, often tonal
compositional style. “Now and Then™ was originally composed for voice and piano in 1981, and
arranged in 1982 for flute, harp, soprano, and viola. The texts "cover a range of poetic images
dealing with the death of friends, the innocence and vulnerability of daffodils, the loneliness of
one’s final moment, and Chekhov’s prophetic vision of an earth which for thousands of years... has
borne no living creature." (Kim, depicting the images Kim carried with him after flying over
Nagasaki just 24 hours after the bomb was dropped in 1945.) This piece was commissioned by the
Department of Music of the University of Chicago and dedicated to Paul Fromm in celebration of
his seventy-fifth birthday.
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R. Murray Schafer

R. Murray Schafer (1933-2021) was a pioneering Canadian composer, music educator, and acoustic
ecologist whose work reshaped the boundaries of contemporary music and environmental
awareness. Renowned for introducing the concept of the "soundscape,” Schafer was a foundational
figure in acoustic ecology, a field exploring the relationship between humans and their sonic
environments. His influential book The Soundscape: Our Sonic Environment and the Tuning of the
World (1977) emphasized the significance of listening and the need to address noise pollution while
fostering an appreciation for natural acoustic environments,

As a composer, Schafer’s innovative works often integrated music with natural settings, creating
immersive, site-specific performances. Notable examples include Music for Wilderness Lake and
the Patria Cycle, which reflect his commitment to blending art, nature, and human experience. His
compositions challenge conventional notions of performance, emphasizing spatial and
environmental dimensions.

“Theseus™ was commissioned by Judy Loman and was premiered by her with the Orford String
Quartet in Toronto on January 28, 1986, The work is eventually intended to form part of Patria 5:
the Crown of Ariadne.
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Shannon Shuen Chieh, harp

Shannon Chich has been the principal harpist with the National Symphony of Taiwan
and a faculty member of the National Taiwan Normal University and Asian Youth
Orchestra since 2000. She was a former principal harpist with the Knoxville and San
Antonio symphony orchestras in the US and has presented her New York debut solo
recital in Carmmegie Hall. Shannon received her master’s degree and artist diploma
from Indiana University and Diplome Superieur de Concertiste from the Ecole
Mormale de Musique in Paris. She has forged a career as a prominent teacher and
soloist throughout Asia and other continents. She has served as a soloist and jury
member at the prestigious USA International Harp Competition, Nippon International
Harp Competition, Korea International Harp Festival, and Singapore Harpfest.
Shannon is the founder of Pink Moon Music Theatre, where she produced many
award-winning multimedia musical theater works. She is also founder and artistic
director of the triennial Taiwan International Harp Festival since 2013,

Ting-Fang Lee, violin

A member of the Mational Symphony Orchestra, violinist Ting-Fang Lee received her
master’s degree from the New England Conservatory of Music, studying with James
Buswell I'V. She studied chamber music under Nicholas Kitchen, and with the
Barromeo String Quartet and Marylou Speaker Churchill.

Ms. Lee has won the Outstanding Artist Award, presented by the National Tsing Hwa
University in 2002, and several competitions in Taiwan. As a soloist, chamber, and
orchestra musician, Ms. Lee has performed worldwide in Europe, the United States,
Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan. She has been a member of the Hingham
Symphony Orchestra and New Hampshire Symphony Orchestra and has been heard in
recitals both in New England and New York. In 2004, with the N50 colleagues, she
appeared as a soloist in Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. Lee is also committed to educating
young musical talents in Taiwan,
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Hao-Tun Teng, violin

Prior to his being admitted to the National Institute of the Arts, Teng was
awarded the prize of a violin at the 7th Concerto Competition in 1992,
sponsored by the Taipei City Symphony. The following summer, he was heard
at the Pacific Music Festival, in Sapporo, Japan. During his college days, he
was the leader of the Taipei Orchestra, which was directed by his teacher,

Maestro Kek-Tiiang Lim.

Teng has been the associate concertmaster since 2005, and now acting
concertmaster of the National Symphony Orchestra. In 2002, He was
appointed the concertmaster and assistant conductor of the Evergreen
sSymphony Orchestra. He has been invited to be an artist-in-residence at the
Taipei Philharmonic Youth Orchestra. He served as a faculty member at the
Shuan-Yin International Music Festival and EuroArts International Music
Festival. His engagement in the annual Eslite Chamber Music Festival, as one
of the founding members of the Infinite String Quartet, 1s in the spotlight for

the high achievement of ensemble artistry.

Jubel Chen, viola

Violist Jubel Chen graduated from Indiana University and the University of
Michigan. His principal instructors were Ben Lin, Alan de Veritch, Yitzhak
Schotten, and Jodi Levitz. He also studied chamber music under the tutelage of
Rostislav Dubinsky and Mark Sokol. A passionate and avid chamber musician,
Jubel has collaborated with luminaries such as Radek Barborak, Stefan Dohr,

Kun-woo Paik, Giinter Pichler, Jorgen van Rijn, and Radovan Viatkovié. Jubel

Chen has been a member of the National Symphony Orchestra since 2005.
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Yi-Shien Lien, cello

Lien has been the associate cello prineipal of the National Symphony
Orchestra of Taiwan since 2001. She received her Doctoral Degree of Musical
Arts from the University of Maryland and attended the master classes of Janos
Starker, Orlando Cole, and Wen-5inn Yang. She was also the winner of the
Homer Ulrich Honors Award in Solo Performance.

Her notable solo performances include the Ibert Cello Concerto with the NSO,
the Gulda Cello Concerto with the Taiwan Wind Ensemble, and the world
premiere of “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon™ concerto with the NSO and the

Mational Chinese Orchestra under the composer and conductor Tan Dun.

Kirsten Ashley Wiest

Award-winning coloratura soprano, Kirsten Ashley Wiest, is firmly committed
to the evolution of classical vocal music. Her "bright, dazzling vocal
technique" (San Diego Story) has captivated composers worldwide, resulting
in over 80 world premiere performances. She frequently performs and records
with GRAMMY-winning musicians, presents solo recitals, and sings as a
soloist with choirs, orchestras, and chamber groups. She was a featured soloist
in the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s season-long installation, Nimbus, has
recordings on Sony Classical, Centaur Records, MicroFest Records, and more,
and can be heard on film soundtracks including The Unholy and The
Conjuring series. Kirsten currently teaches voice at San Bernardino Valley
College and UC Riverside and serves on the Board of Directors for both the
Southern California Philharmonic and Arrowhead Arts Association.
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Anita Chandavarkar

Flutist (improviser, interpreter, and composer) Anita Chandavarkar has
collaborated with Ensemble Dal Niente, members of Yarn/Wire, ALEA 111,
Callithumpian Consort, and Brooklyn Raga Massive, and has worked
alongside soprano Tony Arnold, and composers Raven Chacon, John Adams,
and Henry Threadgill. She also plays the bansuri bamboo flute in the
Hindustani classical tradition and studies with Lyon Leifer, a disciple of Pandit
Devendra Murdeshwar. Anita earned an MM in flute performance from the
New England Conservatory of Music, studying with Fenwick Smith and Paula
Robison. She also holds a BM in Flute Performance, having studied with
Walfrid Kujala, and a BA in Spanish Literature from Northwestern University.
Anita is currently a DMA student at UC San Diego, studying with Wilfrido
Terrazas.

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-generating devices

before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright law, no unauthorized
recording or photography is allowed in the hall. UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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