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David Borgo - saxophones and compositions (except where noted)

Derek Cannon - trumpet and flugelhorn 
Victor Baker - guitar
Tobin Chodos - piano

Doug Walker - bass
Mark Ferber - drum set

1. Affluenza
2. Whack-A-Mole

3. Empty Nest
4. Russian Dragon

5. Surface (composed by Doug Walker)
6. The Process (composed by Victor Baker)

7. Occhiolism
8. Sisyphus

9. Perfect 10

Thanks to my collaborators who always bring their artistry and comaraderie to every project that 
we do together. Thanks also to all of YOU, for giving us your attention and for being an essential 

part of this moment together! I hope that you enjoy the music. -David Borgo



BIOGRAPHY

DAVID BORGO
David Borgo is an ethnomusicologist (Ph.D. 1999, UCLA), jazz saxophonist, and Professor 
in the Department of Music at UC San Diego. He joined the faculty in 2002 and served as the 
Department Chair from 2017-2020. He is affiliated faculty in Ethnic Studies and Cognitive 
Science, and he received a 2020 Diversity Equity and Inclusion Teaching Award. 

David’s research, in addition to his prolific performing, composing and recording career, 
involves studying the field of musical improvisation using theories from cultural and 
cognitive studies, cybernetics, and the emerging sciences of chaos and complexity. His book, 
Sync or Swarm: Improvising Music in a Complex Age (Continuum, 2005), won the 2006 
Alan P. Merriam Prize from the Society for Ethnomusicology as the most distinguished 

English-language book in the field. Sync or Swarm was published in revised edition by Bloomsbury Academic Press in 2022.  

David has also published research in prestigious journals, including: Jazz Perspectives, Jazz Research Journal, Black Music 
Research Journal, Journal of Popular Music Studies, American Music, Journal of American History, Journal of Consciousness 
Studies, Parallax and Open Space; and in the edited volumes: Sound Musicianship (Cambridge Scholars, 2012), Taking 
it to the Bridge (University of Michigan Press, 2013), Soundweaving (Cambridge Scholars, 2014), Negotiated Moments 
(Duke University Press, 2016), The Oxford Handbook of Critical Improvisation Studies (2016), The Springer Handbook of 
Systematic Musicology (2018), Music and Consciousness 2 (Oxford University Press, 2019) and The Routledge Companion 
to Jazz Studies (2019). David has given invited talks and/or performances at STEIM (the Studio for Electro-Instrumental 
Music in Amsterdam), SARC (the Sonic Arts Research Center at Queens University Belfast), The University of Göteborg, 
The University of Sao Paulo, Escuela National de Musica-UNAM in Mexico City, Jazz in the Native Yards in Cape Town, The 
University of Chicago, The University of Minnesota, The New York City Electroacoustic Improvisation Summit, The Herb 
Alpert School of Music (UCLA), NWEAMO (the Northwest Electro-Acoustic Music Organization), UCHRI’s “State of the 
Arts” Festival, and The Bronowski Art and Science Forum, among others.

At the age of 24 David won the International John Coltrane Competition. Since then he has toured extensively, including 
performances in Europe, Asia, Africa, and North, Central, and South America, and he has released 14 CDs and one DVD of 
original music on a variety of record labels. David has been fortunate to study with and/or perform alongside many of the 
greatest jazz musicians, including Herbie Hancock, David Liebman, Billy Higgins, Kenny Burrell, Gerald Wilson, Harold 
Land, David Baker, Snooky Young, George Lewis, Evan Parker, Sam Rivers, John Tchicai, Anthony Davis, and Mark Dresser. 
In addition to jazz and improvised music, David performs electro-acoustic improvisation with his duo KaiBorg (kaiborg.
com) and intricate polyrhythmic music with his sextet Kronomorfic (kronomorfic.com).
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Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-generating 
devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright law, no unauthorized 

recording or photography is allowed in the hall. UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.

For information on upcoming concerts:
http://music.ucsd.edu/concerts

Follow: @ucsdmusic


