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Wings (1981)

Wings was written for my friend and colleague Laura Flax, who premiered the piece at
her recital in Merkin Hall (New York City) on December 14, 1981. The image behind the
piece is one of a large bird—perhaps a falcon—at times flying very high gliding along the
thermal currents, barely moving. At other moments, the bird goes into elaborate flight
patterns that loop around, diving downwards, gaining tremendous speeds.

- Joan Tower

Sonata for Clarinet and Piano(1962)

The supreme master of mélodies in the 20th century, Poulenc mainly composed works for
the theater and the church. In the final years of his life, Poulenc seems to have embarked
on a series of sonatas, completing the sonata for clarinet before he died of a sudden heart
attack in January 1963.

The opening Allegro tristamente is dramatic, self-consciously over-wrought, and sassy,
with its own internal slow elegy. The Romanza is a gentle lament, marked trés calme. The
concluding Allegro con fuoco is bright and brittle, its circus-like energies yielding to one
of Poulenc’s wistfully spun melodies, derived from the first movement.

- John Henken

Clarinet Quintet in B minor, Op. 115 (1891)

Brahms retired from composition in 1890, with the completion of his splendid Viola
Quintet in G. However, on a visit to Meiningen, he heard the clarinetist Richard Miihlfeld
and re-emerged from retirement to compose once more. Over the next few years, Brahms

composed the Clarinet Trio, the Clarinet Quintet, and two Clarinet Sonatas dedicated to
Miihlfeld.

The opening of the quintet sets an autumnal mood for the rest of the composition, with
subtle shifts between D major and B minor. The heartbreaking second movement begins
in a major key, followed by a “Hungarian” or “gypsy” section in minor. The third
movement presents major key material followed by a folk-dance Presto section. The
variation finale (like Mozart's quintet) leads back into the opening theme of the first
movement for a full-circle ending.

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-
generating devices before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and
copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the hall.
UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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