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Variations on Living Light� Kaira Hagen

San Diego Memories� Guantong Zhang

At Night, Nothingness is Everything	�  Farhad Taraporevala

i - (recognition) from the island of the liquid sound� Gabriel Soberón Nelson
I - Double Helix
ii - (approach) to the island of the liquid sound
II - The Flower of Life
iii - (within) the island of the liquid sound
III - The Fruit of Life
iv - (emergence) from the island of the liquid sound
IV - The Cube
v - (departure) from the island of the liquid sound

St. Lawrence String Quartet
Owen Dalby, violin

Lesley Robertson, viola
Christopher Costanza, cello

with
Jennifer Choi, violin



KAIRA HAGEN - Despite growing up in the Utah mountains, Kaira has always shared a particularly deep connection 
with the ocean. Kaira’s music mainly aims to share that connection with the world, and is meant to elicit mental imagery 
of natural beauty. Kaira is particularly fond of marine ecosystems and biodiversity hotspots, with a passion for nature and 
outdoorsmanship that is inseparable from Kaira’s music.

Program note: “Variations on Living Light” is a culmination of musical and meditative ideas that is years in the making. It 
centers on the phenomenon of bioluminescence, where a living organism stores chemicals in its body that produce visible 
light. These organisms are found in a variety of habitats, particularly in the ocean. Each of the three movements of the piece 
was inspired by a different habitat. The first was inspired by the deep ocean and animals such as flashlight fish and firefly 
squid. The second was inspired by a variety of land habitats, and invokes imagery of both fireflies and glow worms. The final 
movement was inspired by a particular phenomenon that occurs on the ocean’s surface, where glowing microorganisms emit 
light during a rainstorm, highlighting each falling raindrop in a blue glow. Altogether, this piece paints a picture of one of the 
most beautiful and unique abilities of life on Earth.

GUANTONG ZHANG - “San Diego Memories” is a three-movement string quartet composed by Guantong Zhang, an 
undergraduate composer and pianist who recently earned degrees in Data Science and Linguistics from UC San Diego. 
Inspired by the four seasons in San Diego, each movement captures a distinct period of year.

With Professor Lei Liang’s encouragement and guidance, Guantong ventured beyond his comfort zone to explore the realms 
of modern composition. The invaluable support provided by Professor Anthony Davis, Christopher Dobrian, and the St. 
Lawrence String Quartet, along with the inspiration from fellow classmates, has deeply influenced Guantong’s music.

This string quartet is a reflection of Guantong’s personal growth and creative evolution over the past six months. From the 
delicate blooms of spring to the chill of winter winds, it invites listeners to share in the composer’s journey of discovery.

FARHAD TARAPOREVALA is a senior majoring in physics. He has always loved music, playing the trumpet and electric 
bass, and started composing in high school. He would like to thank Professors Lei Liang and Anthony Davis for their 
mentorship as well as the St. Lawrence String Quartet for using their years of experience and talent to take his simple notes 
on a page and turn them into music. In the fall Farhad will pursue his Ph. D. in physics at UC San Diego and plans to continue 
composing music for life.

Program Note: At Night, Nothingness is Everything started with an idea, what is the sound of night? The first movement 
encapsulated nightfall as the sun sets over a beach. The second movement deals with the more frightening elements of 
nighttime in a forest, and introduces you to an owl. The third movement follows the owl as it flies through the night, showing 
how fears can be so unfounded in reality. Finally you return to the forest as without fear, its unexpected sounds become 
beautiful music. Thank you all for coming and I hope you enjoy the music!

GABRIEL SOBERÓN NELSON is a composer and performing artist who is currently engaging in concert music, theater 
and film arts, jazz and some physical movement. He studies at UC San Diego with emphases on Composition, Jazz Piano 
and Playwriting. He considers artistic expression as part of a social superstructure and is interested in promoting social and 
economic justice through his work therein and in the community at large.

Program Note: This string quartet is presented as four main movements, each influenced by a shape, going in a sequence 
from our physical genetic material, as suggested by the Double Helix, to shapes that historically represent a more internal 
moving forth. Movement II is the Flower of life, and the succeeding two more complex geometries are said to sprout forth 
out of the flower the Fruit of Life and the Cube, also known as the Mer-Ka-Ba, which is said to contain all five of the platonic 
solids. In essence the geometries are organizing factors and representative of a journey of reflection, renewal, self-realization.

The interstitial movements, are a refrain in honor of Modeste Mussorsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition in his use of the magnificent
Promenade, they happen before and after each movement and are indicated in subtitle as lower cased Roman Numerals.

In hearing a particularly rousing talk on music and life by the great Anthony Braxton, in his visit to UC San Diego last Fall, 
I was taken by his commentary of the ancient Egyptians speaking of sound as a liquid. The name is in honor of this concept 
and Braxton’s use of symmetries, dimensions and geometries in his musics.


