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Jeaturing Garrett Arney and Mari Yoshinaga, arx duo
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About the Artists

James Beauton is a Southern California based percussionist and conductor who specializes in the experimental
music of the last century. Beauton is committed to the continued performance of the percussion solo literature
and performs regularly as a soloist in Los Angeles for the Music@MiMoDa concert series. He has also performed
as a part of Monday Evening Concerts and the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s Noon To Midnight Festival. James
conducts multiple concerts every year which combine contemporary and classical programming in the hopes of
creating a more inclusive concert experience.

Presently, James is a member of the contemporary percussion ensemble, red fish blue fish. He conducts and directs
the UC San Diego Wind Ensemble as well as the one fish two fish undergraduate percussion ensemble. James is
concurrently working toward his DMA in Contemporary Music Performance at UC San Diego. He has earned
degrees from SUNY Stony Brook (Master of Music) and Michigan State University (Bachelor of Music). James
is 2 Yamaha Performing Artist.

Aspiring to expand the genre of percussion chamber music, arx duo is dedicated to the creation and presentation
of new works involving percussion, as well as the education of young artists striving to engage with audiences
through the creation of new works. They have had premiere performances throughout the globe, conducted
workshops on three continents, and worked with a variety of composers and artists to bring new creations to
audiences everywhere.

Early in 2018, arx duo premiered Dominic Murcott’s Harmonic Canon at the Huddersfield Contemporary
Music Festival in the UK. This summer, they will perform as the Ensemble in Residence at Artosphere Music
Festival in Fayetteville, Arkansas. They continually perform recitals and collaborative concerts throughout the
U.S. As members of The Percussion Collective Robert van Sice, now in its opening season, they premiered Garth
Neustadter’s Seaborne this year, and have presented concerts and master classes at multiple universities.

With a repertoire ranging from established masters to today’s newest compositional voices, arx duo has worked
closely with composers such as Alejandro Vinao, James Wood, and Ted Hearne. Mari and Garrett have served as
artists in residence at Michigan State University and Lake George Music Festival, and currently are Faculty at the
Young Artist Summer Program at Curtis Summerfest.

The name “arx duo” comes from the artists’ desire to forge new connections and artistic pathways or “arcs”
within the genre, expanding the opportunities for their music to reach new audiences.

Mari and Garrett both proudly endorse Adams Instruments, Pearl Drums, Zildjian Cymbals, Evans Drumheads,
and Vic Firth Sticks and Mallets.

Native of Kagoshima, Japan, Mari Yoshinaga is known for her sensitive and graceful performing style. With
a varied interest in chamber music, solo recitals, and orchestral performances, she has worked with conductors
such as Simon Rattle, Charles Dutoit, Christoph Eschenbach, and Alan Gilbert. Her recent performances include
Japan recitals in Tokyo and her native Kagoshima, an appearance at Verizon Hall in Philadelphia as one of
the soloists for Bartok’s Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion with Curtis Symphony Orchestra, and the world
premier and recording of Paul Lansky’s Partita: Suite of Guitar and Percussion (Bridge Records). Mari moved



to the United States when she was twenty years old to attend Curtis Institute of Music where she earned her
bachelor’s degree, and later she earned her master’s degree at Yale School of Music. She currently resides in
Kansas City, MO with her husband, Kansas City Symphony concertmaster Noah Geller, and their lovely boxer-
pit mix dog, named Monkey.

Garrett Arney’s richness of sound identifies his sincereness and intellectual curiosity in his performance.
His passion in developing the genre of percussion music has inspired many composers and musicians through
creative collaboration and workshops. Garrett’s commissioning projects include the premier of Book of Grooves
by Alejandro Vinao, as well as working with composers such as Martin Bresnick, James Wood, and many young
composers. As a past member of Ensemble Connect, Garrett performed the Carnegie Hall premiere of Steven
Mackey’s Micro-Concerto, as well as many other performances through New York City. He also served as a
teaching artist for schools and community centers throughout the Five Boroughs. A native of Michigan, he studied
at Michigan State University, Peabody Conservatory, and Yale School of Music, and now teaches at Cleveland
State University, and 1s a frequent guest teacher at Peabody Conservatory.

Contact us for information on upcoming concerts:

Music Box Office: (858) 534-3448 | http://music.ucsd.edu/concerts

Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise-generating devices before the performance, and to remain
seated during the performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photography is allowed in the
hall. UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.

David Espiritu, Jr. - Production Coordinator
Jeremy Olson - Theatrical Production Specialist
Bobby Bray, Mark Geddes, Pablo Ochoa, and Aaron Sum - Production Technicians
Caroline Louise Miller - composer, chimes



