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Jasper Sussman is a music researcher, voice artist, collaborative composer, and
educator pursuing a Ph.D. in Music at the University of California, San Diego. Her
primary focus these past five years has been on the expressive capabilities that the
human voice possesses, and understanding these sounds on musical, cultural, and
scientific levels. In 2014, she founded FOMA, a vocal trio dedicated to vocal
exploration and somatic experimentation; in their year of activity, they co-starred in a
sold-out performance alongside Jaap Blonk, were aired live on WSUM radio, and
performed at the 2015 Art Blitz festival in Rochester, MN. Her compositions range
from dance pieces like “Dionysian Sea,” commissioned by choreographer Marlene
Skog and featured at the World Dance Alliance—Americas in Honolulu, to orchestral
works like “Baguettelle,” which received 2nd place in the Austin Civic Orchestra
Composition Competition in 2014. She is an alumna of the University of Michigan
(M.M.), Lawrence University (B.M.), the Atlantic Music Festival, the National Puppetry
Conference, and the Brevard Music Center, and has sung professionally with
SACRA/PROFANA, Gateway Opera, the St. Louis Symphony Chorus, the Crossing
as Alto Vocal Fellow, and the Madison Choral Project. She is a member of ASCAP,
the College Music Society, the Pan-American Vocology Assocation, and the American
Composers Forum, as well the professionally-focused Facebook groups SEM Voice
Studies SIG, “New Opera” Connection, The Naked Vocalist Community, and Free
Improvisation and Experimental Music Resource. Her works are published by ala fady
press and Bachovich Music Publications.

Christopher Clarino is a DMA candidate in Contemporary Music Performance
(Percussion) at the University of California San Diego. Chris will be defending his
dissertation, At the Intersection of American Sign Language & the PerformerPercussionist: A Hybrid Practice, later this month.

Originated from Japan, Mari Kawamura is a DMA candidate in Contemporary Music
Performance (Piano) at the University of California San Diego.

Described as “...turning [the double bass] into a writhing white-hot crucible.”
(5against4), Kathryn Schulmeister brings radiant energy and rigorous expression to
her performance of musical repertoire ranging from classical to experimental.
Kathryn’s charisma and enthusiasm for pushing the boundaries of the artistic potential
of her instrument have led her to thrive as an active performer in festivals and venues
around the world. Current engagements include performances with ELISION
Ensemble, Klangforum Wien, Ensemble Dal Diente, and the Lucerne Festival.

